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.(. String Quartet. His Third Symphony was awarded a prize of the National
Culture Committee in Buenos Aires in 1941. Ficher is a founding mem-
ber of the Grufo Renovaciony and he is also active as an orchestral con-
ductor. His early music is inspired by Hebrew melos, while his later
compositions reflect a Russian influence. Apart from three Argentine
dances for piano composed in 1943, Ficher has made no attempts to write
in a native South American vein.

Ficher has written three symphonies. The first, scored for chamber
orchestra, was first performed by the Asociacion del Profesorado Or-
questaly in Buenos Aires, on December 8, 1932, under the composer's
direction. The Second Symphony was written in 1933, under the impact
of the Nazi campaign against the Jews. It is emotional and rhapsodic
in essence, with Hebraic thematic undertones. It was conducted by the
composer in Buenos Aires on October 23, 1939. The Third Symphony,
in four classical movements, comes close to the symphonic tradition of
Mahler and the Russians. The following symphonic compositions by
Ficher have been performed in Buenos Aires: Two Poems from Tagore
(December 23,1928) j Sulamith (July 20,1929) j Quverture Pathetique
(May 17, 1930) j and Three Symphonic Pieces after the Talmud (Sep-
tember 16, 1934). Ficher has also written a Violin Concerto (1942),
performed under the composer's direction in Buenos Aires on July
17, 1944. He is the author of a ballet, Los Invitados (1933). Ficher
has written a great deal of chamber music, which includes two string
quartets, a Violin Sonata, a Sonatina for Flute and Piano, and a Sona-
tina for Clarinet and Piano 5 Sonata for Viola, Flute, and Piano j Sonata
for Oboe and Piano (performed on August 6, 1942, at the Festival
of the International Society for Contemporary Music, held in Cali-
fornia) j and Sonatina for Trumpet, Saxophone, and Piano (published by
New Music}. Ficher's Three Preludes for piano are published by the
Grufo de Renovacionj and a song, Palabras a Mama, is printed by Ricordi.
This song is included in the Columbia album of South American Chamber
Music. Ficher's Valse and Humoresque for piano are published by Carl
Fischer, and Six Animal Fables by Axelrod. The Fleisher Collection in
Philadelphia has the scores of Ficher's three symphonies, the Violin Con-
certo, an early symphonic suite, the symphonic poem Sulamithy Two
Poems from Tagore for chamber orchestra, Three Symphonic Pieces
after the Talmud) and Los Iwvitados.

Constantino GAITO (1878------) showed musical talent at an early age,

and was sent to Naples to study. He traveled in Europe, and in 1901